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Welcome to a fresh look for an enduring mission!

In this edition of The Real Australian you will notice some 
changes. Our new logo with the cross reaching over our 
continent represents our desire to see Christ honoured in 
our Nation. Our new colours represent the hues of outback 
plains, farm paddocks and coastal dunes. Our new tagline 
Going the Distance represents our commitment to reaching 
across geographical, social and cultural barriers for the sake 
of connecting men and women with our Lord. These changes 
and the accompanying communication tools are the result of a 
process generously supported by a Christian foundation, and the 
creative input of many of our employees and volunteers. I hope 
you find them encouraging and inspiring.

Equally important though is what cannot and must not 
change. Since 1919 our mission has been to reach Australia 
for Christ and we pray that God will enable us to persevere in 
this great calling until Christ returns. As always we intend to 
pursue that mission in partnership – working with Anglican 
Dioceses and sending Christian men and women 
who are in turn supported by the prayers, gifts and 
encouragement of thousands of their brothers  
and sisters.

We have also identified a number of priority areas 
we believe God is calling us to engage at this time:
•  bringing the gospel of Christ to the outermost parts 

of Australia 
•  developing a new generation of culturally diverse 

Christian leaders supporting ministry by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people

•  planting and renewing sustainable churches
•  equipping local leaders for fruitful ministry
•  providing care in Christ’s Name.

You may notice these aims reflected in many of the stories 
which follow.

Finally, Monica and I wish you a blessed Christmas and New 
Year. Thank you for your companionship on the journey so far. 
May God enable us to keep walking on the way!

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial

Equally important 
though is what 
cannot and must not 
change..

SUMMER 2015 3



Not having access to a ship, a champagne bottle, a ribbon, 
or a man on horseback with a sword, BCA has launched its 
fresh look in the very best way – by celebrating with some 
of the special people God has called to share our mission.

Mrs Jenny Holmes – granddaughter of BCA founder Bishop 
Sydney Kirkby and daughter of long-serving archivist Mr Clem 
Kirkby, joined the BCA Executive on Thursday 17 September for 
the unveiling of our new look.

During this gathering an email was sent to supporters 
introducing them to our new website. Within an hour we 
received our first reply, from Marion Willey in Swansea New 
South Wales: “Congratulations, the new website looks good 
and is easy to navigate.” The same day a Facebook post about 
the new website was viewed by over 1500 people.

Over the past month mission contacts and other supporters 

A New Look for BCA

 Pastoral Ministry 

We are committed to sending Field Staff to plant, pastor 
and nurture lively Christ-centred churches across the 
bush, on islands and in regional centres.

 Indigenous Ministry  

Ministry to Indigenous Australians is a key part of BCA’s 
mission. We focus on the identification and support 
of Indigenous Christian leaders. Many Field Staff have 
regular contact with Indigenous Australians as part of their ministry.

 Developing and Equipping Leaders

BCA is working to develop a new generation of culturally diverse 
Christian leaders to serve in the bush, and to equip leaders already 
on the ground for faithful and fruitful ministry.

 School chaplaincy and the Bush Scripture Initiative

Many of our Field Staff serve in schools as chaplains. Through the 
Bush Scripture Initiative, we hope to have a paid SRE teacher for 
every state high school in rural New South Wales by 2020.

“It’s really wonderful to see Bush 
Church Aid’s commitment to 
Kangaroo Island and that they are 
making long term plans for ministry 
and influence in the community. This 
really has an impact on us as locals.” 
Lucy Morgan

How You Can Help
 Pray

Prayer is the most valuable way you can connect with God’s work 
through Bush Church Aid.

Australia is a land of huge distances and diverse cultures and 
peoples. BCA’s vision to reach Australia for Christ may be  
Goliath-sized, but God is sovereign and powerful.

Please join us in asking God to work his power throughout 
Australia. Sign up as a prayer partner to receive our quarterly 
Prayer Notes and The Real Australian magazine. 

 Sign up now at bushchurchaid.com.au

 Donate

Remote ministry is costly; our Field Staff travel large distances 
and daily conveniences come at a price. It is through your 
generosity that we can keep reaching Australia for Christ.

 Donate on our website – bushchurchaid.com.au

How We Serve

1919 1920s–1940s 1957 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s Today

BCA formed Development of hostel and 
medical ministries

Expansion of ministry in  
North West Australia

Church planting in the  
Northern Territory

Ministry to  
Opal Fields 

Ministry in Tasmania and 
its offshore islands as well 
as on Kangaroo Island

We currently have 
Field Staff serving in 
37 locations across 
the country

‘New Bush’ ministries across the country 
Drought assistance program
Chaplaincy program
Mining chaplaincy

The Henleys, BCA Field Staff, Kangaroo Island.

Jenny Holmes and Mark

New website, logo and 
brochure
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have gathered across the country to be 
introduced to the website, new promotional 
videos, brochures and the latest version of 
BCA’s famous money box.

The first occasion was the Spring Lunch 
in Adelaide, followed by a coffee and 
dessert night in Perth and a thank you lunch 
in Sydney. During each of these gatherings I 
had the opportunity to present some long-
serving friends of BCA with a new scarf or 
tie (see page 16). At the time of writing 
further gatherings were scheduled for 
Brisbane and Melbourne.

During an online seminar I introduced 
BCA Field Staff to the 
new resources and gave 
them the opportunity 
to ask questions and 
have them answered at 
the same time. We are 
currently working on a 
new kit that will help 
our Field Staff use these 
tools creatively when 
they are representing 
BCA on deputations 
and other occasions.

Although many  
people have 
contributed to the 
design and launch 
process, our media and 
communications team 

carried the bulk of the heavy lifting.
Melinda Law, Janine van den Tillaart and 

before them Alison Pearce, have excelled 
in ensuring that our unchanging mission is 
communicated in ways that are effective 
and appropriate for the 21st century. It’s 
now up to all of us in the BCA family to 
build on their great work by sharing the 
good news of what God is doing as we seek 
to reach Australia for Christ. You can help 
do this by:
•  contacting your Regional Office to book 

a BCA deputation or to order new 
brochures or money boxes (you are still 

welcome to use old money 
boxes!)
•  checking out the 

redesigned website at:  
bushchurchaid.com.au

 Click on the ‘Our People’ 
button at the top of the 
page to get up-to-date 
news and prayer points 
from field staff locations.
•  liking our Facebook 

page and inviting your 
friends to do the same.

Let the celebrations 
continue – thanks be  
to God!

Mark Short

A New Look for BCA

 Pastoral Ministry 

We are committed to sending Field Staff to plant, pastor 
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Mark with Archbishop Freier
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As part of BCA’s vision to inspire and 
train a new generation of culturally 
diverse leaders, Sudanese man and 
member of the Victorian Regional 
Committee, Duku Wolikare travelled 
to Broken Hill in July to learn about 
Indigenous culture for a possible future 
ministry. He related his story to us:

God spared my life, one evil after 
another, in the midst of deep poverty, 
refugee and orphanage life. I cannot explain 
why I am not among the two million, or 

one of my seven siblings who lost their lives 
as a result of war. Only God knows why I 
am alive today and why of all refugees, I 
am one of the very few who was allowed 
to come to Australia. I am compelled to 
believe God wants me to serve Him. He has 
miraculously turned a great evil for good. 
He has turned my hopeless situation into a 
hopeful one.

As I am very interested in Indigenous 
ministry, I made contact with The Revd 
Neville Naden after meeting him at the 
Victoria BCA annual meeting in May this 
year. He was very kind to invite me to visit 
Broken Hill and the Living Desert Indigenous 
Church. My air ticket was paid for by the 
BCA National Office, and Neville, Kathy and 
their children hosted and catered for me 
like a son and a brother. It was typically an 
Indigenous way of hospitality for which I am 
very grateful.

My visit coincided with NAIDOC week 
celebrations which maximised my learning 
experience. I was able to mingle with many 
people both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
from in and around Broken Hill who had 
come to mark the occasion. Musicians 
from the Living Desert Indigenous Church 
joined with visiting musicians to provide 
entertainment at the main celebration. It 
was a unique way of the church getting out 
and engaging with the community.

In areas such as Broken Hill, the church 
and missionaries are resented for setting 
up missions where assimilation, abuse, 
separation of families and loss of language 
happened. Overall, the church was and is 
still seen as part of the colonisation. The 
pain of the past is still real for most people.

According to Neville, drugs, alcohol and 
domestic violence remain the top most 
challenges in the Broken Hill Indigenous 
community. A significant number of people 
(mainly men) are incarcerated. The good 

Encouraging a 
New Generation 
of Culturally 
Diverse Leaders

There is nothing that is impossible with 
God. We just need to trust Him and 
cooperate with Him

On a visit to Mundi Mundi Plain with 
Kathryn and Neville Naden 
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thing is that there is employment for those 
who want to work, but some for one reason 
or another many choose not to. I was glad 
to find that the extreme despair visible in 
the streets in some places, is not the case in 
Broken Hill.

Like me, Indigenous people have an 
experience of pain and suffering, a wound 
that sits at the very heart of our Nation. 
This wound is still evident in the lives of 
Indigenous people and also affects the non-
Indigenous population by a sense of guilty 
consciousness. I believe God does not desire 
the pain to continue, and He wants to do 
something drastic to change it for the better 

and I trust He can do it. There is nothing 
that is impossible with God. We just need to 
trust Him and cooperate with Him.

The goal of my visit was simply to 
observe, listen and learn from an actual 
ministry that focuses on Indigenous people. 
I felt enriched by the visit. I think such visits 
and follow-up ones to various Indigenous 
locations around the country would help 
me understand Indigenous ways of life and 
enable construction of a narrative for a 
future ministry among Indigenous people.

Duku Wolikare

I am compelled to believe God wants 
me to serve Him. He has miraculously 
turned a great evil for good. 

At NAIDOC week celebrations
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Church in the Bush

What a great and glorious thing it is 
when brothers in unity dwell!

For two years we have been running 
‘Deeper’ – a Bible study for children who 
attend our church. We have been delighted 
by the response from the young people 
with their increasing love of God’s word 
and belief in the power of prayer through 
studying His word.

For the end of term three we decided to 
have a ‘sleepover’ at a beautiful place called 
Mary’s Crossing which is on Ethel Creek 
Station, 80 kilometres east of Newman. 
(With Derek having been away so much 
during the year with the chaplaincy to Roy 
Hill, we were very tired and had decided not 
to have a church camp as the organisation 
and camp itself for us, can be draining).

When word starts to get around that 
there is a ‘camp’ happening, people start 
saying to us: “Can we come and help? 
What about church on Sunday? Can we 
come out and join you for that?“

This was Church in the Bush. It was God’s 
people being determined to fellowship, 
praise and acknowledge Jesus as their  
all in all 
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Is it any wonder we just love these 
people so much? They are so wonderful!

Before we knew it, we had 55 men, 
women and children praising God in the 
splendour of His creation! It was probably 
the simplest yet most wonderful camp we 
have run yet.

The ‘Deeper’ children started the 
Sunday service with spontaneous prayers 
of thanksgiving. The prayers were inspiring, 
uplifting and powerful. One nine year old 
boy thanked God for all fathers and then 
paused and prayed “But we thank YOU God 
for being the perfect father who will never 
fail us and always love and protect us.“  
This came from a boy who has a truly 
wonderful Dad, but has learnt of the 
goodness and faithfulness of God through 
studying His word.

This was Church in the Bush. It was 
God’s people being determined to 
fellowship, praise and acknowledge Jesus as 
their all in all. Don’t you just love ‘church’ 
and all that it brings? None of us are 

perfect, most of us are tired but we are 
uplifted by meeting together in Jesus’ name 
to encourage each other, rebuke each other 
and bless each other in rich fellowship over 
His word.

The day after the camp, we had our 
‘Deeper’ Bible study and asked the guys 
what they thought of the weekend. One 
boy said “It was the best holiday I have ever 
been on.“ I could have fallen off my chair; 
these are children from all different countries 
who travel the world quite frequently. I said 
“Really?“ And in unison they all gave a 
resounding “Yes it was the best.“

We have learnt so much about the 
power of teaching the Bible to  
young people.

Amanda McArtney

When word starts to get around that 
there is a ‘camp’ happening, people 
start saying to us: “Can we come  
and help? 
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Bikie, prison chaplain and evangelist 
Eddie Paton kicked off a power weekend 
of renewal in Moranbah which saw men 
challenged to rise up, and young children 
gain inspiration from Christian gospel 
group Iron + Clay. Katherine Haynes 
tells the story:

Men’s Breakfast
Eddie Paton was someone we particularly 
wanted to come and speak to our men. He’s 
a great guy, big and brawny – a real blokey 
bloke. We hadn’t had the opportunity to 
do some specific men’s ministry for about 
six months, so this was very important. We 
promoted his visit to church members and 
those who hadn’t been to church in a while. 
About 21 men attended which was a  
great turnout.

Eddie spoke about his calling as a prison 
chaplain and the impact that he has had 
through that ministry. He used that as a 
launching pad to encourage the men to seek 
out their calling and diligently think about 
their workplace/family life/friendship groups 
and how they could be the instrument that 
God uses to make a difference in other 
people’s lives. He challenged them to rise up 
and inspired them in a really humble way.

Iron + Clay
Out of the blue we received an email from 
Iron + Clay saying they were doing a tour 
around the country and were coming to 
Moranbah. This was fantastic as no-one ever 
chooses to come to Moranbah!

Our mission here focuses on young 
families and a visit from Iron + Clay fitted 
in well with that focus. They are a group of 
young people between the ages of 15 and 
22 who visit schools and churches across  
the country singing and sharing  
their testimonies.

Iron + Clay ministered to us on the 
Sunday morning. They had an amazing 
impact on our primary school aged children; 
they related so well to them. They were able 
to impart a vision of what you can do with 
your life for God. The 26 primary school 
aged kids at church that Sunday morning 
were inspired to think “Maybe I could do 
that for God one day?“

I’ve jumped on an opportunity following 
that visit. Once a term our soul kids 
choir performs at church but I would like 
them to step up and perform an item at 
Moranbah’s community carols. I want them 
to experience a little of what it is like to go 
out in public and serve the Lord; all of them 
whom I have spoken to are keen.

This weekend saw renewal in two ways:
•  It was a special opportunity for the blokes 

at church to hear a humble yet powerful 
message from an ‘unlikely’ Christian 
which was motivating and challenging.

•  The witness of Iron + Clay was a 
wonderful inspiring experience for our 
young children and families.
Praise God!

Katherine Haynes

Power Weekend 
of Renewal in 
Moranbah

Stuart with Eddie Paton
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Katherine recently wrote a song called Change. This song was professionally 
recorded in October with a music video filmed. It is about life in a mining 
community, a life that is one of insecurity. The chorus is a cry out to God for the 
hurting, broken and forgotten.

The recording and filming was made possible by the particular gifts of those 
currently in the Moranbah parish.

“I’m really happy with the song,“ says Katherine who has written quite a few 
songs which are used in church and women’s ministry. “What is great is that it’s 
the first one we’ve had recorded.“

The congregation enjoying Iron + Clay  Iron + Clay perform

Christina Haynes in the recording studio 
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Rod and I began our journey with BCA in 
2002. Rod’s mum Maureen was an avid 
BCA supporter, so when Rod’s job as 
Assistant Minister at Villawood came to 
an end, she suggested he try BCA.  
That began our amazing inclusion in the 
BCA family.

Our first posting was to Coober Pedy where 
BCA have been going the distance since the 
1960’s. Before that it serviced Coober Pedy 
as the Flying Medical Service and supplied 
the amazing BCA nurses. Within a month 
of arriving in Coober we were also going 
distances. The three BCA parishes of Leigh 
Creek, Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy got 
together for lunch at Roxby. These were 
adjoining parishes and all it took for this 
adventure was a 1000km round trip!

From a long-time BCA parish we moved 
to its then newest – Norfolk Island. This 
was promoted by Brian Roberts the then 
National Director as “The sea change of all 
sea changes.“

Islands became part of our life as we 
moved to our next placement on King 
Island. King Island has been supported by 
BCA since the 90’s, so we were able to build 
on the work of others. King Island was our 
longest stay (five years) and we were very 

sorry to leave this wonderful community. 
But we longed for warmer climes and 
challenges. So enter Cloncurry!

Cloncurry is a town of about 3000 
people. It is roughly 800 kilometres due 
west of Townsville and 100 kilometres east 
of Mount Isa. Until recently it was cared for 
by a locally ordained priest, Father  
Ernie Lemmon.

Our congregation is made up of four 
very dedicated ladies who kept services 
running for about two years before our 
arrival. Over our last ten months we have 
had a few people join us, along with 
tourists, BCA Nomads and two new arrivals 
to town. Some social events the church has 
organised have been well attended by the 
general community.

Oldfields Going the Distance

Rod and Christene Oldfield at All Saints
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We combine services with the local 
Uniting Church twice a month. We go to 
their church when The Revd David  
is away visiting distant towns, and  
they come to ours when we take services 
at the Savannah Gulf. Our last combined 
service had an encouraging 17 people 
worshipping together.

The church has been full recently with 
weddings, baptisms and funerals. These 
occasions have provided Rod with the 
opportunity to present the gospel message. 

A few days ago I was watering the garden 
and our next door neighbour’s brother 
introduced himself. He doesn’t attend 
church but I was greatly encouraged by 
his remark “We haven’t had a priest for 
a while.“ It is God’s work to have the 
community accept the people that He sends 
and a privilege to be a BCA missioner going 
the distance in the hard places.

Christene Oldfield

Oldfields Going the Distance
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Caring for Those in Times of Need

In August this year ABC News reported that BHP Billiton 
would axe about 380 jobs, mostly from the Olympic Dam 
mine in Roxby Downs. Also in August, the Sydney Morning 
Herald reported that Beyond Bank would shut its Roxby 
Downs branch by October. That same month, the final 
edition of the Roxby Downs Sun newspaper went to print, 
having served the community for 27 years.

The community of Roxby Downs is hurting and BCA Field Staff 
the Lewises, Lukes and Hills have all been reaching out to care 

for their community. They have 
observed more empty houses, 
more removal trucks in town, 
and know the impact will be felt 
by businesses, schools and the 
town’s economy.

Barry Luke, who works as  
the Site Chaplain at Olympic 
Dam, has felt first-hand the 
anguish some of the people  
have been feeling.

“These days it’s never a 
case of going down to the 
local supermarket, getting the 
bread and milk and coming 
home,“ says Barry. “People 
always want to stop and talk 
as the community is hurting 

from redundancies. It’s important to be aware of how the 
conversation might go right from the start. If they’ve been made 
redundant – it’s a case of asking if they have any plans in place 
and how we can help.“

The Roxby Downs Community Church offer food and fuel 
vouchers as well as homemade frozen meals.

“We haven’t had to give out a lot of vouchers or meals but 
the offer is made,“ says Avril Luke. “We are offering a practical, 
real side of God which hopefully breaks down barriers and any 
preconceived ideas of who God is.“

While Joel and Hannah Hill have been meeting up with 
people, studying the Bible and encouraging those affected by 
redundancy, they have also been offering practical help. “When 
we moved to Roxby, Hannah and I decided to buy a trailer to get 
our stuff here,“ says Joel. “Part of the reason for that decision 
was that we thought it would be handy as people are always 

Roxby Downs church
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Caring for Those in Times of Need

looking for a trailer to borrow. Now it spends about 50 per  
cent of its time out of the driveway. It has been a way of 
practically caring for people who are moving. We can go and 
help and it gives us a chance to catch up with people and see 
how they are going.“

Mary, Barry and Joel are Jesus’ representatives to those 
who are hurting. “We are God’s hands and feet,“ says Barry. 
“Sometimes we are God’s ears; people just want us to listen 
to them. Then sometimes it goes past that; telling them there 
is someone who loves them. I might ask – are you OK if I pray 
with you? If they say yes, then we pray together. If it’s no, then 
I ask if I can pray for them later. I am God’s agent. What I am 
wanting is for people to see God – the love of Jesus being 
extended to them.“

Our Field Staff ask for your prayers for the community of 
Roxby Downs. “It’s not only the people who are losing their 
jobs that we need to pray for but those who are being left 
behind – those who are losing their friends,“ says Avril.  
“Our prayer is that each follower of Jesus in Roxby would be 
available and ready to show Jesus’ love at a time when people 
are quite hurt.“

Janine van den Tillaart

“These days it’s 
never a case of going 
down to the local 
supermarket, getting 
the bread and milk 
and coming home,“ 
says Barry. “People 
always want to 
stop and talk as the 
community is hurting 
from redundancies.”

Olympic Dam Site. Courtesy of Peter MacDonald – The Senitmental Bloke
www.thesentimentalbloke.com
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Honouring our BCA Champions

In our 96 years of going the distance 
for Christ, BCA has been blessed with 
faithful servants in the field as well as 
volunteers and supporters in churches 
across the country. 

Over the past few months our National 
Director and Regional Officers have taken 
the opportunity to express thanks to some 
of our long-term BCA champions. These 
champions were presented with a new BCA 
scarf or tie.

Brisbane supporters John and Mary Rocks 
have been assisting BCA in Queensland 
since the Regional Office was first 
established in 1989. Both have gone the 
distance serving on the Regional Committee 
at various times, faithfully attending the 
weekly, now monthly prayer meetings, and 
helping out with box mailing days each 
year. They were also involved with BCA 
week when it was run on Bribie Island. 
Mary has used her talents sewing screen 

printed carry bags for BCA tours, cooked for 
various regional events, and accompanied 
former Office Manager Ruth Blackburn on 
deputations. John has trimmed millions of 
used stamps over the years.  
“It is a blessing and honour for us that they 
remain faithfully committed to the work of 
BCA,“ says Qld/Nth NSW Regional Officer 
David Rogers-Smith.

New South Wales supporter Pat Williams, 
who also served as Field Staff with her 
husband Arthur (deceased), has been 
involved with BCA since the 1950s. It was 
Arthur and Pat who led a revolutionary 
change in thinking at BCA according to 
former National Director Brian Roberts. They 
saw ministry as a combined effort between 
husband and wife. Pat was involved in 
ministry rather than being a supporter 
from the sidelines. They were a genuine 
team. Pat has also served as President of 
the BCA Auxiliary and today she is the 
Mission contact and Mission secretary at the 

David Rogers-Smith with John and Mary Rocks
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Honouring our BCA Champions

Anglican Retirement Village (ARV) at Castle 
Hill. She also runs the BCA Support Group 
at ARV which meets once a month.

101 year old Helen Caterer continues to 
attend all BCA functions in South Australia. 
A former travel writer and journalist for 
the Sunday Advertiser and Sunday Mail 
in Adelaide, Helen was asked to write 60 
years of BCA in 1981. She came to Sydney 
and spent a long time going through the 
extensive archives at the National Office. 
She was fascinated by all the information 
that she found. Helen has been a valued 
supporter since the 1950s when she was 
asked by Tom Jones to do a story on BCA’s 
flying medical service. “I was so captivated 
by all they were doing that I’ve been a 
supporter ever since.“

South Australia’s David and Jennifer 
Griffin describe their 40 plus years of 
serving the Lord and BCA as “a wonderful 
experience.“ They have served on the BCA 
South Australian Committee and Ladies 
Auxiliary as well as baked thousands of 
cakes and puddings. “The first year (1995) 
we baked 2000 Christmas cakes and 
puddings,“ says David. “They were popular 
and were sold each year until 2011.“ 
Originally the money raised was used to buy 
various items for Field Staff but it also went 
to start a church in Palmerston and fund a 
Christian radio program. Baking the cakes 
was a huge task; taking two days a week 
for ten weeks. “We both worked willingly at 
the tasks that had to be done to honour the 
Word of the Lord in helping win Australia 
for Christ,“ says David.

Janine van den Tillaart, 
Craig Buchanan  
& Marj Wellings

Mark with Helen Caterer

Mark Short with Jennifer and David Griffin

Peter Adkins and Pat Williams
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Equipping the Saints for their Ministry

BCA is committed to going the distance 
to see rural and remote churches flourish. 
Our vision is to see that under God, every 
Australian has access to a gospel-centred, 
Jesus-exalting church. This is a bold, God-
sized vision against the background of rural 
decline, the mining downturn, crippling 
drought, and the growing difficulty in 
maintaining paid pastors in remote and 
rural Australia. But all of this is having at 
least one positive result; the slow but steady 
rediscovery of the vital importance of the 
ministry of local Christians – the saints on 
the ground.

One of my passions is training and 
equipping God’s people for their life and 
ministry. In August, the Anglican Parish of 
Bingara hosted the annual Lay Preachers’ 
Training Day for the Diocese of Armidale. 
I led the day which was organised by local 
Vicar, The Revd David Swan and his parish. 
Around 50 people of all ages from across 
the Diocese travelled to attend this event.

We were reminded from the Scriptures of 
the central importance of the preaching and 
teaching ministry in the local church and 

we worked together at sermon preparation 
from A-Z. My purpose was that apart from 
gaining more skills, everyone returned home 
with renewed enthusiasm for this life-giving 
ministry, and to do that faithfully, engagingly 
and passionately.

Daniel Skinner, a young preacher from 
the Northern Tablelands, said he found  
the day brilliant. He found particularly 
helpful the importance of making a 
connection between the text in its context 
and his listeners and the need to call for a 
response to the text that involves the heart, 
mind and will.

Some attendees came from parishes with 
a paid pastor. It’s important that BCA can 
support these rural and remote pastors in 
this way; others came from parishes without 
pastors. BCA intends to go the distance 
with these churches and their leaders. It’s 
one important way to realise our vision of a 
Bible-based, gospel-centred church in reach 
of every Australian.

David Rogers-Smith

Training Day at Bingara
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Devotion to Roxby

They first visited Roxby for three weeks in 2010 when 
Frank installed tanks and a pipe system for collecting 
water at the church house. During this time Jane helped 
out with children’s programs and became a vital pastoral 
presence at the church.

In 2012 while in New South Wales, Mary Lewis 
conducted a deputation in Gosford for BCA. As Jane 
and Frank live on the Central Coast they came to listen 
and catch up with her. Mary continues the story:

As part of that deputation I decided to put out there an 
opportunity for people to come and spend a longer term 
in Roxby during the cooler months of the year. Jane later 
emailed me asking if I was serious.

Jane and Frank accepted the call and came to Roxby Downs 
for a nine-month stay in 2013. They lived in their caravan/
motorhome and helped out where they were needed. In 2014 
they were able to stay in a house, which during their stay they 
got ready for BCA Ministry Trainees, Joel and Hannah Hill.

Jane became our church’s pastoral care outreach worker, 
and in November 2014 she underwent discernment and was 
ordained as a deacon. She is involved in several community 
groups including a group that supports young mothers and 
one that supports people of other cultures. She has conducted 
hospital visits and run our pastoral care team.

Frank is a real handyman and kept our building and premises 
in order. He has also taught people how to drive – a lot of 
people here come from other countries and often feel isolated 
because they don’t drive and Frank was able to help them.

Their presence has been transformative. Jane always made 
herself available. She’s made contacts for the church and for 
God’s people. God has used her presence greatly and increased 
His profile in the community.

Frank has helped people one-on-one and also worked in the 
verger role at our church. He set up, locked up and reminded 
me when we left the heaters on! His service is less out going 
than Jane’s, but they have both been invaluable, being used by 
God to grow His kingdom here in Roxby Downs.

Mary Lewis

Their presence has 
been transformative. 
Jane always made 
herself available. 
She’s made contacts 
for the church and for 
God’s people.  
God has used her 
presence greatly and 
increased His profile 
in the community.

Nomads Frank and Jane Harris have shown amazing devotion to the community of 
Roxby Downs having lived there for nine months each year over the past  
three years.
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Nomads Speak About Jesus

Creating opportunities for conversations about Jesus was 
the focus of a BCA Nomads mission to popular tourist town 
Lightning Ridge in early August. NSW Regional Officer Peter 
Adkins and 14 Nomads stayed at the Opal Caravan Park and 
visited people in their caravans, motorhomes, camper trailers 
and cabins.

We were surprised at how open most people were to our 
visit and delighted when nearly 60 ‘vanners’ came to breakfast 
for a gourmet bacon, egg and sausage roll with homemade 
relish. Eating is such a great way to break down barriers. Peter 
gave an interesting gospel talk and entertained with guitar 
and song. He also led some singing around the campfire on a 
couple of evenings.

One of our Nomads, Laurel Bremmer, shared her testimony 
with locals and travellers at a craft and dessert evening during 
the mission. Each of the women in attendance made a beautiful 
crystal ornament. Laurel used this ornament as a way of telling 
everyone about how Jesus sees them. Her testimony touched 

We received more 
than what we gave. 
It was a real shot  
in our hearts and 
minds to keep on 
BCA Nomading.
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Nomads Speak About Jesus

hearts as many women shared their own experiences.
Probably the most challenging activity during the mission 

was helping locals in the community. We visited two properties 
and discovered just how difficult life is in remote areas of 
Australia. It was a real culture shock. These were people in 
need. They needed help with their overwhelming problems 
but most of all they needed Jesus. It was an opportunity to 
show Jesus’ love in very practical ways and to touch the lives of 
people, some of whom were a little antagonistic to the gospel.

The problems faced by those in rural and remote Australia 
are different and the solutions are challenging. One local was 
very thankful to BCA for financially and prayerfully supporting 
David Piper and his family who play an important role in the 
Lightning Ridge community.

Each Nomad was blessed by being part of this team. We 
met daily for prayer and devotions and worked together to 
ensure that each event was a success. Everyone said that the 
experience was most worthwhile and that they would like to be 
involved in future missions.

We learned a great deal from this mission and look forward 
to conducting similar missions next year.

If you are a BCA Nomad you may like to consider being 
part of a team next year. If you are not yet a BCA Nomad, 
maybe you would consider joining. Opportunities for mission 
will be discussed at the BCA Nomad Gathering in Junee in late 
February 2016.

Julia and Geoff Williams

The problems faced 
by those in rural  
and remote Australia 
are different  
and the solutions  
are challenging. 
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Medical Radiation Science at the Wagga 
Wagga campus.

“I am so thankful to be awarded the 
April Bottom Scholarship to take the burden 

off my parents while 
I follow my dream,“ 
says Ellie. “With the 
scholarship I will be 
able to achieve my 
goals without them 
having to worry  
about me.“

Students such as 
Ellie, who have the 
potential to achieve 
but not necessarily the 
opportunity, are the 
reason April Bottom 
established this 
scholarship. Having 
experienced difficulties 
herself, April wanted 
to assist families in the 
Parish of Broken Hill 
and the Far West with 
children wishing to 
undertake secondary 
or tertiary education 
away from home.

April’s daughter 
Caroline was 
impressed with the 
quality of students 
who applied for this 

year’s scholarship “The candidates were 
very strong this year and we encourage 
them to apply again next year.“

The Bottom family and BCA wish Ellie 
all the best as she commences her study 
in 2016 and thank all the candidates for 
their applications. 

Janine van den Tillaart

Winner of the 
2016  
April Bottom 
Scholarship
Eighteen year old Ellie 
has been described 
as bright, driven, 
conscientious, diligent 
and hardworking by 
her current employer 
and teachers. She will 
receive $10,500 which 
will go towards her 
goal of becoming  
a radiographer.

“Being a 
radiographer is my 
dream,“ says Ellie. 
“And although I have 
to go away to study, 
I know I will be back 
in Broken Hill when I 
graduate, working  
and serving the Far 
West population.

“Radiography is an 
area of need; we never 
get radiographers who 
stay in Broken Hill for 
very long. I would love 
to be able to share 
my skills and help 
diagnose people so 
that they can get back to their own homes as 
soon as possible.“

Ellie is the first person in her family to 
attend university and was preselected to enter 
her chosen course through the Principal’s 
Report Entry Program (PREP) at Charles 
Sturt University. This competitive program 
acknowledges students who have consistently 
achieved during their secondary studies. 
In 2016 Ellie will commence a Bachelor of 

The family of April Bottom and 
BCA are proud to announce the 
2016 recipient of the April Bottom 
Scholarship – Ellie Chrisakis from 
Broken Hill.

Ellie Chrisakis
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What can you expect as a Locum?  
Expect the unexpected. 

There’s uncertainty, the constant making 
and parting with new friends, exploring 
new towns, finding shops, post office, 
chemist and community groups. You have 
to work out what to do when sick and find 
op shops to buy things you forgot. You 
might feel like square pegs in round holes 
but you depend on God.

Arriving back from Tanzania in 2011, 
we were challenged about ministry work 
in Western Australia. Our first locum 
placement was for three months in 
Paraburdoo. We were first told Paraburdoo, 
then the plan changed, but then it changed 
back to Paraburdoo just before we were 
leaving! So we’re never sure where we will 
serve until just before we leave!

It is amazing to become members of 
a church and minister to them. We grow 
close to these people and then have to 
leave, which is hard. In each placement we 
have been welcomed and blessed. It is very 
daunting to arrive at a church and run it for 
whatever period of time. We can only do 
this in God’s strength.

We had the joy of introducing current 
BCA Field Staff Dave and Priya Morgan  
to Paraburdoo.

It has not all been easy and plain sailing. 
We are often out of our comfort zones: 
writing sermons, preparing PowerPoint 
presentations with music, teaching Sunday 
School, leading the singing and even giving 
guitar lessons.

It is hard leaving our family and six 
grandchildren behind but God has more 
than rewarded us with new experiences  
and blessings.

Both Paraburdoo and Shark Bay have 
given us a free reign but we felt it was 
important to not make any changes but 
continue in the way things were run – even 
when a different service time was talked 
about – which would have made things 
easier for us. We endeavor to join local 
community activities to enable connections 
outside of the church.

We had the privilege of returning to 
Paraburdoo this year while Dave and Priya 
were on paternity leave. It was awesome 
to return and reconnect with people there 
– a great blessing. We are now in Shark 
Bay for three months, such a contrast to 
Paraburdoo. No red dirt and dust here but 
what a view. God is good.

Kees and Cindy 
Bootsma

Life of a Locum

Ellie Chrisakis
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ON THE MOVE
David Mitchell was commissioned as the Minister in 
Charge at Dongara/Mingenew on Sunday 25 October 
where he will continue as a BCA Affiliate for the next 
two years. David, Traci, Daphne and Edward moved 
to Dongara from Geraldton where they had been in a 
BCA-supported pioneering evangelistic ministry.

WELCOME
Janine van den Tillaart joined the National Office 
team in May as the Print Media Communications 
Officer. Janine started her career as a journalist 
and prior to BCA was a Content Producer in the 
Marketing Unit at Macquarie University. She has 
had extensive experience in communications and 
public relations and is a member of St Stephen’s 
Normanhurst. Janine is married to Hans and has two 
children; Luke and Tara.

FAREWELL
Grant Hay concluded his time as an Anglicare 
chaplain to Aboriginal people in custody in June 
2015. This brought an end to seven years’ of BCA 
supported ministry by Grant and Kimberley amongst 
Aboriginal people in prisons and communities across 
South Australia. The Hays will continue to live on the 
Yorke Peninsula and pursue ministries of evangelism 
and reconciliation.“We have been blessed by the 
Hays’ passion for Christ and pray God will guide them 
into opportunities that will allow them to use God’s 
gifts for God’s glory,“says Mark Short.

NSW supporters will be sad to hear that Vika Webb 
is leaving BCA on 20 November. Vika will continue 
to work in administration but closer to the home she 
and her husband of six months have set up. Vika has 
been the administration support to the NSW Office 
for just over eight years, working with Chris Baxter 
and Peter Adkins. She has been a loyal, dedicated and 
servant-hearted lady to so many in the BCA family 
and whilst we wish her well for the future, she will be 
greatly missed.

Post and Rails

24 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Robyn Williams, who has served for 16 years as BCA’s 
Administration Manager, will be concluding in that role at the 
end of January 2016. The next edition of The Real Australian 
will include Robyn‘s reflections on her time with BCA as well  
as testimonies from those who have been blessed by her 
diligent service.

VALE
Richard Pether (born 1941, promoted to glory 31 August 2015)
Served with BCA at Wittenoom from 1968 to 1970 and during 
that time was an assistant in Port Hedland Parish (1968 –1969). 
He offered Bishop Howell Witt to begin the first church in 
Newman and did so as a worker/priest from February 1969 
until March 1970. Post & Rails September 1999 said that “as 
no Rectory has been available for the Revd Richard Pether he 
has been working as a storeman (for the railways) in order to be 
eligible for a company house.“ After several months of working 
60 hours a week in searing heat he almost broke and sadly had 
to leave. Richard was married to Ann and had two children; 
Ashley and Wendall.

Beryl McLaughlin (born 1920 – died 23 September 2015)
Served alongside her husband Arthur ‘Barney’ (deceased 1984). 
Together they were responsible for the establishment of the 
BCA Boys Hostel in Broken Hill in 1950. There Beryl cared for 
over 30 boys whilst also looking after her own children. From 
1955 – 1960 they served in the Girls’ Hostel in Bowral. Beryl 
actively worked with ACW (Australian Church Women), CMS, 
BCA, Women’s Christian Temperance Union of NSW, National 
Council of Women and Mothers Union. She was Secretary 
of the BCA Ladies Auxiliary for more of its 72 years than we 
remember. Beryl instigated regular prayer support for BCA by 
encouraging women to meet in their parishes for prayer. She 
organised for the BCA office to provide a tape of prayer points 
from the Field. In 1971, under Federal Secretary Theo Hayman, 
this was progressed to roneoed* copies of Prayer Notes, the 
forerunner of those we publish today. Beryl was a most faithful 
Christian and totally committed to BCA.

*Roneoed was to make copies on a Roneograph which was a rotary 
duplicator that uses a stencil through which ink is pressed.

Post and Rails
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Back in the 1920s logos and taglines were technically difficult 
to represent graphically and almost impossible to do in eye-
catching ways.

In early editions of The Real Australian (RA), SJ Kirkby set 
detail in place for the logos that would follow as printing and 
typesetting improved and jpegs became the order of the day. 
‘Evangelise Australia’ was his call for BCA.

Focusing on the spiritual and geographical, he put it plainly: 
“Australia needs the mighty, surging, purifying power of the 
Holy Spirit of God. Australia needs to be evangelised; it needs 
revival.“ (RA September 1920).

Kirkby saw BCA standing “in succession to that chaplain who 
in the second month of 1788 ministered of the things of God to 
those who were to make Australia great.“ He realised that BCA 
was the only mission agency that cared for the whole of the 
Australian continent. “Its special care is the dwellers in the lonely 

and distant areas of our land where spiritual needs are great, but 
where the means of grace are rare“ (RA January 1921).

‘Going the Distance’ and seeing Australia come under the 
cross of Christ meant a lot to Kirkby.

The first rough outline map of Australia appeared in early 
1920s editions of the RA variously carrying the words ‘Our 
Parish’, ‘The Best for The West’, ‘The Bush Church Aid Parish’ 
or ‘The BCA is putting the Church on the Map’. Curiously 
Tasmania was often missing from the map even though we were 
officially known as The Bush Church Aid Society for Australia 
and Tasmania.

In 1939 the RA magazine had a makeover; supporters were 
asked for suggestions; the result was a buff colour cover with 
a large presentation photo and the ‘logo map’ (now with 
Tasmania) which carried the words – Australia for Christ. These 
words were also emblazoned on the masthead of the RA from 
the first issue. This slogan, based upon ‘Empire for Christ’ (the 
slogan of our parent body The Colonial and Continental Church 
Society) captured in a few words the purpose, mission, spiritual 
and geographic focus of BCA.

From the Archives

Focusing on the 
spiritual and 
geographical, he put 
it plainly: “Australia 
needs the mighty, 
surging, purifying 
power of the Holy 
Spirit of God. 
Australia needs to be 
evangelised; it  
needs revival.“  
(RA September 1920)

BCA’s new logo and 
tagline captures 
the thoughts of 
the founders of a 
fledgling BCA.
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From the Archives

An early banner and BCA 
logos through the years...

Other makeovers were to come: in 1944 an illustrated 
masthead represented the various fields of mission; 1952 saw 
a reduced size format of the magazine; in 1963 a new logo 
containing ‘Australia for Christ’, the Society’s name and a map 
with a central cross appeared. In 1966 the map was stylised 
with a jubilee logo which placed a crown over the map with the 
words ‘Australia for Christ’.

In 1981 the crown and ‘Australia for Christ’ disappeared; the 
logo was simply a stylised Australia with the letters ‘B.C.A’. This 
logo did not last long. Supporters made their displeasure known 
and in 1982 ‘Australia for Christ’ reappeared capturing in words 
the essence of the cross and crown over Australia. Two more 
logos followed in 1996 and 2011.

BCA’s mission of ‘Going the Distance’ to reach Australians 
with the message of the cross of Christ is neatly represented in 
this new logo and honours the Society’s founders.

Brian Roberts
Hon Archivist
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“When you search for me you will find me; if you seek me 
with all your heart.“ Jeremiah 29:13

I was raised in a Christian home, but did not truly take on faith 
in Christ until I was 21. In a caravan, on a winter’s night, during 
my Diploma of Education year, I committed to believing in the 
God of the Bible, and in particular to submit to God as He 
revealed Himself in scripture. It was probably 12 months later, as 
I fellowshipped with other committed Christians, that I formally 

invited Jesus into my life. However, I really believe the 
Holy Spirit made my heart new that winter’s night.
As I grew as a Christian, my passion to share Jesus 
with others and my desire to lead churches where the 
Bible had not been taught well grew. After four years 
of teaching secondary school mathematics, I offered 
for ordination with the Bendigo Diocese. I spent four 
years at Ridley College and then began 22 years in rural 
and regional Victoria. I then spent six years serving on 
the fringe of Melbourne in the Dandenongs before my 
present parish in Ivanhoe in inner city Melbourne.
I was delighted to be asked to join the BCA Victorian 
Regional Committee as its Chair at the beginning of this 
year. I have enjoyed the opportunity to maintain my links 
with rural Victoria in particular through this new role.
Many years ago as I spoke to a wheat farmer in 
Quambatook, he described how important it was to have 
periods of dry weather in order for a crop to grow mature 
and be bountiful. It was in the dry periods that the roots 

of the plant grew strong and deep as they searched for the 
subsoil moisture. This root development led to stronger and 
more fruitful plants.
There can be many tough and dry times for those who 
minister in isolated and struggling situations. These times are 
opportunities for Christians to reach deeply for their Lord. These 
are the times when trust in Christ matures. These are the times 
when, through searching the scriptures, God ministers and 
growth occurs. On the other hand a wet season produces rust, 
disease and weak plants. The Christian life without the dry times 
leaves us impoverished and diminishes the fruit we produce.

The Revd Stephen May
BCA Councillor

Councillor’s Column
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Christmas Orders Close 11 December

 BCA016  Pack of 10 – 2 of each card per pack $7.50 or $7 for three or more packs

 BCA312  500g Traditional pudding in calico cloth $28

 BCA313  1kg Traditional pudding in calico cloth $44

 BCA314   Gluten Free, no added sugar & no dairy. 500g Pudding log  

suitable for coeliacs and diabetics in controlled portions $32

 BCA315   700g Christmas Cake gift boxed $39

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Quantity $ Total

Sub-Total

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order           Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to share the gospel and provide care to isolated families 
across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry).

 I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order           Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:

Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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